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To  the*  Chain:-. an  and  id  am  bars  of  the 


Is  to  n Urban  f i r tr  i c t Cc  unc i 1 . 


Can  tied  an, 

I herewith  sufeit  for  your  cc  nsi  dsr&ti  on  ay  Annual  Import 
on  th*  : aolth  and  Sard.  fcary  condition  of  the  Ur’vn  P istrict  cf  Ystcn  during 
the  y tar  1916,  the  fourth  -f.ee?  i cal  report  g as  anted  to  yo  u since  the 
aAalf.--.Sion  of  the  Urban  P i*  bri  cts  of  South  i.‘~.rk  in  ifc nro.nby  and  Jsten  ubisb 
to  ok  plac  e on  Apri  1 Is  b 19 15 . 

O-'ing  be  this  report  folio  7i  r.p  sc  c3r  saly  Upon  the  and  of  the 

r arid  the  unsettled  nature  of  all  things  re  und  us  I have  endeavoured  to 

confine  the  report  a«  far  as  possible  to  matters  rfoich  have  b-;k?n  place  in 

the  r is  trie  t and  have  fitted  several  details  end  suggestions  of  improvement 

vhicb  r -sin  need  of. 

» 

I • h ah  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  Ur  the  r--ady 
support  I have  received  ;f  rci  each  yam  her  of  the  Council  since  I first  took 
up  my  duti  es  ?s  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Sanatcriwa  and  lec'ical  Officer 
ofi  health  for  the  Pi  strict. 

y 

I am , 

Centiec-en. 

Y our  c b ed i ant  8 a rv an t . 

John  Steel, 


Lr.-n-e  Terrace. 

South  Bank. 

April  3C»th  1919. 
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Area  of  the  D i strict  • 


O &»C  i 4 4 

Inhabited  houses.  5041. 

Population,  Estimated  for  the  purpose  of  this  report  30,000. 
Average  nunber  of  persons  per  house.  5.13. 


Scavenging. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  the  work  of  scavenging  both 
night  and  day  has  been  a very  difficult  matter,  as  far  as  possible  the 
timed  of  wnptying  the  pans  has  bssn  adhered  to  and  vei7  few  complaints 
have  reached  me  of  neglect.  I have  every  confidence  in  hoping  that 
with  the  return  of  labour  we  shall  soon  bs  in  a position  to  carry  on 
the  work  in  a regular  manner. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

During  the  past  year  all  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  dl strict 
have  been  visited.  As  far  as  possible  they  are  kept  in  a clean  state 
but  in  every  cas3  the  slaughter  bouses  are  much  too  near  to  dwelling 
ho usee. 

I feel  that  I must  draw  your  attention  once  more  to  the  urgent 
need  in  the  district  for  a public  slaughter  house,  both  on  the  grounds 
of  health  and  to  enable  the  Inspector  to  examine  all  meat  for  comsumption, 
which  is  not  possible  with  private  slaughter  houses. 


General  Sanitary  VTork. 

During  the  past  year  44o  notices  have  been  served  viz, 


Defective  and  blocked  drains  93 

Defective  Privy  PAne  and  Do  ore.  280 

Structural  D efeots.  26 

Notices  not  olassed  above,  41 


Births . 


During  last  year  there  were  920  births  registered  in  the 
di  strict,  of  these  444  were  males  and  476  females,  equal  to  a birth 
rate  of  30.6  per  thousand  population. 

The  births  for  1913  show  an  increase  of  190  over  those  for 

1917. 


Still  Births. 

D taring  last  year  the  b&dies  of  26  still  born  children  were 
buried  in  the  Cemetery  for  the  district,  the  mmbers  for  the  various 
quarters  being  4 , 12,  4,  and  6 respectively. 


D oaths . 

/ 

In  1918  569  deaths  were  registered,  this  shews  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year  of  119  deaths,  and  a death  rate  for  the  district 
of  18.9  per  thousand  population. 

On  dividing  the  deaths  into  sge  groups  I find 
10 6 deaths  occurred  under  1 £ear  of  age. 

127  over  one  year  and  under  10  years. 

33  over  ten  years  and  under  20  years. 

104  over  twenty  and  under  forty  years. 

105  over  forty  and  under  sixty  years,  and  94  deaths  occurred  of  persons 

ever  60  ~*a/*e  of  :*.a. 
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The  chief  oausea  of  death  during  the  year  wars  Tuberculosis,  Pneumonia 

and  Heart  troubles. 


influenza. 

One  of  the  chief  primary ' causes  of  death  during  the  past  year 
was  INFLUENZA  or  what  is  termed  Spanish  Influenza. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  countiy  was  vi  ei  ted  by  the  epidemic 
and  I do  not  think  I can  do  better  than  repeat  a special  report  which  I 
made  to  ibis  Council  on  August  3.4th  last  year. 

The  report  read  as  follows 

I beg  to  report  that  during  part  of  June  and  July  the  country  has  been 
visited  by  an  epi  d®a  ic  which  has  been  termed  Spanish  Influenza. 

The  scourge  wae  felt  parti c ularly  bad  in  our  own  and  the 
surrounding  townships.  The  onset  was  very  insidious  and  it  partook 
more  of  the  nature  of  a malarial  disease. 

Hie  con&tions  were  vary  favourable  for  the  growth  of  the 
Bacillus  there  having  been  no  rain  for  practically  speaking  over  a month 
and  the  temperature  of  the  district  wae  practically  tropical. 

The  attack  was  followed  in  many  cases  by  pneumonia  and  as  all 
ages  were  attacked  the  death  rate  was  considerably  raised.  Many  of  these 
deaths  could  have  been  avoided  if  ordinary  precautions  had  been  fo!3.owod« 
Many  followed  out  the  sweating  course,  and  exposed  themselves  too  early, 
and  thereby  prepared  a good  groundwork  for  Pneumonia  to  supervene.  It  was 
noticed  vary  particularly  that  though  the  days  were  very  warm  the  nigh  to 
were  raw  and  cold. 

.During  the  first  week  in  July  there  were  four  deaths  attributable 
to  the  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  3.6  par  thousand  of  the  population. 

During  the  second  we  ok  there  wore  22  deaths  attributable  to  the 
disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  8.8  per  thousand,  per  annua,  of  the 
population. 

During  the  third  wool:  there  wore  2 deaths  and  during  the  rest  of 
the  month  there  was  one  death  attributable  to  the  disease. 

The  total  nunber  of  deaths  being  29,  this  shows  a death  rate 
for  that  disease  of  11.8  per  thousand  per  annum  of  the  population. 

In  concluding  my  report  I fool  that  it  is  only  right  that  I 
should  draw  the  attention  of  the  Cbur.cil  to  tho  state  of  the  pans  in 
the  district,  many  are  leaking  and  causing  streams  of  sewage  in  the  back 
streets,  causing  smells,  and  spreading  discomfort  in  the  aoighbo  urhood, 
as  woli  as  forming  a breeding  ground  for  microbes. 

There  have  been  several  complaints  that  the  pane  were  not  emptied 
until  they  became  a nuisance,  though  I might  say  that  on  applying  to  the 
foreman,  the  matter  has  been  put  right. 

Though  the  Sanitary  Staff  has  been  very  much  depleted  I consider 
that  the  back  streets,  more  particularly  round  the  pan  entrances  could  be 
made  very  much  cleaner  and  sweeter. 

This  concludes  the  report  that  I gave  to  the  Cb unci  1 and  I 
would  only  like  to  add  that  in  November  we  were  again  visited  by  the 
epidemic,  specimens  of  the  sputum  were  taken  from  the  patients  and  sent 
for  Bacteriological  examination  and  were  identif  ied  as  Sceptic  Pneumonia. 


Coroners  Inquests . 

Inquests  were  held  during  the  year  respecting  35  persons  viz:- 
Acci  dents  23.  Sudden  deaths  3.  Violent  ZXeaths  3.  and  6 deaths 
were  due  to  enemy  acti  on. 

The  23  acci  dents  wore  mostly  caused  in  the  Y/orks  and  in  the 
Mines,  and  the  6 deaths  due  to  enemy  action  were  caused  by  torpedoes 
which  struck  British  ships  vbi  ch  were  brought  into  port. 
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Infant  Mortality . 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  during  the  year  was 
106  corresponding  to  a mortality  rate  cf  115.2  per  thousand  births. 

This  n labor  shows  an  increase  of  26  deaths  on  the  previous  year. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  under  one  year  of  ago  was  duo  to  debiH  ty  at  birth, 
Prematurity,  and  Pneumonia. 


I nf  eo  tl  o us  D 1 sease  ♦ 

During  the  past  year  221  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
exclwulve  of  measles  which  is  a decrease  of  106  cases  on  the  previous  year. 
On  dividing  these  into  groups  I find  that  the  following  were 

notified. 

Diptheria.  66 

Scarlet  Fever.  34 

Erysipolas.  12 

Enteric  Fever.  3 

Continued  Fever.  5 

0ptha3mic  Noonatori  um . 5 

Cerebro  Spi  r.al  Meni  ngi  ti  s . 2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  70 

Other  foms  of  Tuberculosis.  24 


Measles . 


During  the  year  209  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  159  of  these 
occurred  at  JCston,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  epi domic  was  spread  was  mostly 
by  contaot,  but  I an  pleased  that  it  did  not  spread  very  far  outside  the  area 
seeing  that  only  26  cases  were  reported  at  Noimanby,  19  at  South  Bank  and  five 

at  Grangetown. 


D iptheria-^ 

i 

66  oases  of  diptheria  were  notified,  equal  to  a rats  of  2.2  par 

thousand  population. 

49  cases  wore  treated  in  the  Sanatorium  and  5 deaths  occurred 
which  is  very  low  considering  that  meat  of  tho  cases  were  of  a serious 
nature  when  admitted  and  the  nunbor  of  cases  notified. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

During  1917  154  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  last  year 
we  only  had  34  cases  in  our  district,  33  of  these  were  admitted  to  the 
Sanatorium,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year, 
whi  ch  is  most  satisfactory 

Other  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  were  very  few  in  number 
and  the  outbreaks  ware  of  a sporadic  nature. 


Tuberculosis . 


Altogether  94  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
which  is  about  the  same  number  as  the  previous  year  I would  like  to  draw 
attention  here  to  the  fact  that  a dispensary  has  been  opened  in  our  district 
where  patients  can  receive  free  attendance,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  will  avail  themselves  of  the  treatment  offered. 


/ 


V 


- 


■_ 

:•  . - ; icc  vft 

■ 

•/  ' . ■ ■ ..  as  ■ ^ ■ 


■ \ • ■ :•  «-,i  c & ; r. ....  a • ■ , 

o w nftap 


: : ' -■  /’ 

■ 

/Vj  . ; { ...  v : 

•*..  - .■  * . ..  . 

. 


. . ’ 


‘ 


■ 

. 

f c . . c I'y^SS ! 


c 


■ .’v 

*.  -v  rr;, ' (■*  v JHrttf 

‘ 

, • "* 


V 


> 


Sana  tori  urn. 

During  the  past  year  92  cases  of  infectious  disease  'were  treated 
in  the  Sanatorium,  and  there  were  seven  deaths  occurred,  five  of  these  were 
diptheria  patients,  one  enteric,  and  one  cerebro  spinal  meningitis . 

Ihe  diptheria  cases  ware  mostly  of  a vary  severe  nature,  and  in  a 
weak  condition  when  admitted. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Sana^ri  um  has  been  carried  cn 
by  the  Matron,  Miss  Ur  at  ten  and  her  staff  in  a very  sati  of  actory  manner  and 
every  attention  has  been  given  to  the  patients  admitted,  owing  to  their  being 
so  many  appointments  open  for  Nurses  and  Maids  a certain  amount  of  anniety 
has  been  caused  by  Nurses  and  Maids  leaving,  and  the  scarcity  of  labour  has 
been  the  greatest  trouble. 


With  the  close  of  the  year  v.e  were  on  the  verge  of  the  ending  of 
the  War,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  aa  soon  as  possible  many  reforms  so 
long  needed  for  carrying  on  successfully  the  Public  Health  work  of  a district 
which  is  das  lined  to  grow  rapidly  such  as  ours  will  soon  make  progress. 


(Signed)  John  Steel. 


Modi  cal  Officer  of  Heal  th 
-and- 

Medical  S up  ari  nt  on  d an  t of  t ho  Sana  to  ri  urn 
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